THE TRAGEDY
OF FAMILIARITY
MATTHEW 13:53-58

MATTHEW 13:53-58
53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from
there.54 Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people

in their
synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man get this
wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. 55 “Isn’t this the
carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers
James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56 Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where
then did this man get all these things?” 57 And they took offense at him.
But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honour except in his
own town and in his own home.”
58 And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.

CONTEXT – WHAT HAD JESUS BEEN UP TO?
 Went from town to town (around Galilee) 11:1 + 4:23,

9:35
 Denounced some towns due to unrepentance and
warned of judgement 11:20
 Rebuked Pharisees regarding Sabbath – grain fields on
Sabbath with his disciples 12:1, then healed a man in
synagogue on Sabbath 12:9
 Withdrew from those plotting to kill him 12:15
 Healed people who were ill 12:15

CONTEXT – WHAT HAD JESUS BEEN UP TO?
 Healed a demon-possessed blind and mute man 12:22

+ 8:28
 Rebuked Pharisees who suggest Jesus is demonpossessed! 12:24
 Taught the crowds (his mother and brothers are
concerned, go to packed house to talk to Jesus) 12:48
 On the same day that his mum and brothers go to
speak to him, Jesus went out but large crowds followed
him, so he taught them in parables 13:1

HOME-GROUND ADVANTAGE?

FAMILIAR WITH JESUS – THE CARPENTER
 They knew Jesus as a carpenter… yet here he was

doing these crazy things that carpenters don’t do!

 The people’s familiarity with Jesus was stopping

them from seeing who he really was.

 Are we stuck in our familiar ways of doing things that

we are unable to see Jesus at work around us? That
would be tragic.

FAMILIAR WITH THE MESSIAH
 Messiah means “the anointed one,” or “the chosen one”. It was those

in the positions of a prophet, priest, or king who were anointed.

 Isaiah 42:1; 61:1-3
 Psalm 16, 22,
 Daniel 9
 Their pride, caused by their knowledge of the scriptures, blinded

them to what God was revealing right in front of them!

 Their image of the ‘messiah’ and the implications it had was more

important to them than the fact he may just be in their presence…

JESUS AS THE MESSIAH DID NOT FIT THEIR IMAGE
 “They took offense at him”
 The expectations of the people did not meet reality.
 They acknowledged his power but rejected his authority.
 They’d already made up their mind of Jesus! They

believed that Jesus and the Messiah were mutually
exclusive.

“FAMILIARITY BREEDS CONTEMPT”

JESUS DOESN’T MEET OUR EXPECTATIONS...
 ...Jesus exceeds our expectations!
 Too often our expectations of how God may work are

so small and we reject relinquishing control to God.

 Perhaps we put God in a box:





We’ve heard this chapter and verse before…
We’ve tried that and it didn’t work…
This way is the right way – we’ve always done it this way!
That doesn’t make sense to me, so…

MATTHEW 13:57-58
57 ...But

Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not
without honour except in his own town and in his
own home.”
58 And he did not do many miracles there
because of their lack of faith.

“God allows our unbelief to limit his activity.”
- Craig Keener

THE TRAGEDY OF FAMILIARITY
 Jesus, the Messiah… the Son of God… didn’t meet the

expectations of the Jews. They totally missed Him.

 Is our vision of Jesus too small? Are we so familiar with

our routines, our structure, our tradition and our comfort
that we totally miss Him? Because that would be tragic.

 The Church as a mother - a nurturing community of

servants that love and bring new life by serving others.
It doesn’t always look the way we expect.
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