THE FEEDING OF THE FIVE
THOUSAND
Matt 14:1-21

Do not be surprised, brethren if the world
hates you
(1John 3:13)

 ‘Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew

from there in a boat to a secluded place by
Himself ‘(v13)

 Jesus confronts his enemies with God’s

Word but withdraws from their violence Matthew – 12:15 and 10:16 -23

 ‘You will be hated by all because of my

Name’ – 10:22
 Hated by all nations because of my Name
24:9

 Jesus is not on His own mission and He

doesn't minister out of His-self

He only ministers in the power of the Holy
Spirit and only does the will of the Father.
That is why he often withdraws into
intimacy with the Father- (Mark 1:35)

 Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from

there in a boat to a secluded place by Himself (v13)

 Mark 6:30-32 (Luke 9:10ff) Disciples have returned

from ministry and Jesus sees that they too need
refreshment.

 Jesus calls His disciples ‘to come away by yourselves to

rest a while’…

 But we have a good shepherd who loves us and knows what we need.

Psalm 23 –
 ‘WHEN THE PEOPLE HEARD (OF JESUS WITHDRAWING TO A QUIET

PLACE ) THEY FOLLOWED HIM ON FOOT FROM THE CITIES’
 Jesus and His disciples came to find solitude and refreshment and was met

with a desperate crowd
 How does Jesus meet them?

 When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt

compassion for them and healed their sick (V14)
 When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and He felt

compassion for them because they were like sheep without
a shepherd; and He began to teach them many things. (Mar
6:34)

 JESUS MEETS THEM AS A SHEPHERD WHO

DEEPLY ACHES FOR THE LOST SHEEP
 THEY ARE SHEEP WITHOUT A SHEPHERD

 What right had they to invade His privacy,
 What right had they to push into His life and be so

insensitive to His grief
 What right do they have to make their needs more important
than His weariness and need of a rest
 What right had they to push in an mess up this special
opportunity of refreshment and intimacy with his closest
companions?
 What do you think Jesus’ disciples expected …
 Being invaded at Marysville….

 Moved by deep compassion– because they were

like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach
them many things. (Mar 6:34) and healed their sick
(Matt 14:14)

 and welcoming them, Jesus began

speaking to them about the kingdom of God
and curing those who had need of healing
(Luke 9:11).
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When it was already quite late, His disciples came to Him
and said, "This place is desolate and it is already quite late;
 36 send them away so that they may go into the
surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves
something to eat.“


 JESUS DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU ARE

DOING?
 Imagine the disciples....5,000 people and its getting

late.....

 Where else in the Gospel accounts is

Jesus commanded by a disciple to do
something...?
 Luke 5:8
 Mark 8:32
 John 13:8
 WHAT DO ALL THESE HAVE IN COMMON?
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But He answered them, "You give them something to
eat!" And they said to Him, "Shall we go and spend two
hundred denarii ( a years wage) on bread and give them
something to eat?"

 Guys we have a good Shepherd
 Remember we have a Shepherd who aches deeply – for all the

SHEEP, He aches for the Sheep WITHOUT A SHEPHERD’- Any
that are hungry and thirsty and crying out to Him, He doesn't
send away – He lays His life down and serves. He welcomes and
ministers His Word and the power of the Kingdom breaks in.

 Like Herod and Jesus’ home town in Nazareth– we too might

reject Jesus and reject each other but Jesus doesn't change. He is
doing His Father’s work in the power of the Holy Spirit. And God
so loved the World that He sent Jesus – and He has come to seek
and to save that which is lost.

 Although Jesus doesn't play our games, He never found

any man or woman a nuisance, even when his whole
being was crying out for rest and quiet – what about us..
Where do we, where do I... get the right to do this?

 So abundant are the sorrows, so deep the weariness that

comes through laying your life down for the Kingdom to
serve others. But this is the path of life, this is the very
Path where God Himself is . It is abundantly clear that
Jesus call us as His disciples to this way of life – next
week we will learn how we do this.

