THE FEEDING OF THE FIVE
THOUSAND
Matt 14:1-21

 Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from there

in a boat to a secluded place by Himself (v13)

 Mark 6:30-32 (Luke 9:10ff ) Disciples have returned from

ministry and Jesus sees that they too need refreshment.

 Jesus calls His disciples ‘to come away by yourselves to rest

a while’…

 ‘WHEN THE PEOPLE HEARD (OF JESUS

WITHDRAWING TO A QUIET PLACE ) THEY
FOLLOWED HIM ON FOOT FROM THE CITIES’
 Jesus and His disciples came to find solitude and

refreshment and was met with a desperate crowd
 What would have a reasonable response from Jesus?

 What right had they to invade His privacy,
 What right had they to push into His life and be

so insensitive to His grief
 What right do they have to make their needs more
important than His weariness and need of a rest
 What right had they to push in an mess up this
special opportunity of refreshment and intimacy
with his closest companions?
 What do you think Jesus’ disciples expected …

 Moved by deep compassion– because they were

like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach
them many things. (Mar 6:34) and healed their sick
(Matt 14:14)

 and welcoming them, Jesus began

speaking to them about the kingdom of God
and curing those who had need of healing
(Luke 9:11).

 JESUS MEETS THEM AS A SHEPHERD

WHO DEEPLY ACHES FOR THE LOST
SHEEP
 THEY ARE SHEEP WITHOUT A

SHEPHERD
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When it was already quite late, His disciples came to Him
and said, "This place is desolate and it is already quite late;
 36 send them away so that they may go into the
surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves
something to eat.“


 JESUS DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU ARE

DOING?
 Imagine the disciples....5,000 people and its getting

late.....

 But Jesus said to them, "They do not need to go away; you

give them something to eat!“

 And they said to Him, "Shall we go and spend two hundred

denarii ( a years wage) on bread and give them something to
eat?“ (Mark 6:37)
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When it was evening, the disciples came to Him and
said, "This place is desolate and the hour is already
late; so send the crowds away, that they may go into
the villages and buy food for themselves."
 16 But Jesus said to them, "They do not need to go
away; you give them something to eat!"

 WE have only got 5 loaves and 2 fish
 Jesus sets the disciples up (John 6:6)
 Why?
 What does Jesus want to teach his disciples?

To participate in God’s love for this world
of lost sheep is sacrificial
 It is unexpected
 It is uncomfortable
 It is wearisome
 Are you/I prepared for this
 What are you and I tempted to do in the face of discomfort?
 The temptation of waiting for perfect conditions….

 To faithfully participate in God’s love for this world of lost sheep is

humanly impossible

 I Only have 5 loaves and 2 fish
 What are you /I tempted to do when we don’t have in ourselves what it

takes?

The temptation of ministering out of ourselves not out of Christ.
The temptation not to pray. The temptation not to rely upon the
empowering presence of the Lord.
The temptation to not care – because we cant do it.

 They are commanded to bring what they have and

surrender it to Jesus

 What are you and I tempted to do with our loaves and

fishes in a world of hungry lost sheep?

 The temptation to doubt Jesus can do anything with

our lives because of our weaknesses. So we don’t
take His call seriously and surrender our lives to
Jesus daily.

 Ordering the people to sit down on the grass, He took

the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward
heaven, He blessed the food, and breaking the loaves
He gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave
them to the crowds,
 20 and they all ate and were satisfied. They picked up
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve full
baskets.
 21 There were about five thousand men who ate,
besides women and children.

 They have a part to play –’you give them something to eat’!
 They are commanded to bring what they have and surrender it to

Jesus
 They are to give what Jesus has given to them
 To be effective they must follow Jesus, they must listen to Him
and relying upon Him, step out in faith in His word and do
what He says


What are we tempted to do with what Jesus has given us?
 There is such a temptation to keep the bread of life to
ourselves until ‘we have it all together’.

 To participate in God’s love for this world of lost sheep is

sacrificial
 It is humanly impossible
 And yet we have a vital part to play
 We are commanded to bring what we have and surrender
it to Jesus and then obey him –’to give them something
to eat’!
 We are to give away what Jesus has given to us
–nothing more.... nothing less
 To be effective we must follow Jesus, we must listen
to Him, obey him, and relying upon His Word step
out and do what He says

 Acts 1:8
 Husbands, wives
 Fathers, mothers
 Children/brothers sisters
 Family
 Friends
 Neighbors
 Work mates/study mates
 Adelaide
 World

 "They do not need to go away; you give

them something to eat!“

 Bring your small loaves and fishes to

Jesus – listen to Him, learn from Him,
receive from Him and go and give the
bread of life to a world of lost hungry
sheep.

